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City of Nickerson Council Meeting  
 

15 N. Nickerson 

Nickerson, KS  67561 

 
Monday, March 18, 2019 

 
 

MAYOR:   Jim Gladden      
 

COUNCIL:     Brad Berridge – President, Jon Rohling, Trent Gilbert, Angela Richard,  

  Jane Jenkins, Cottrell 
 

ATTORNEY:  Stan Juhnke  
                                                                                                                                                

ROLL CALL:  Berridge, Rohling, Gilbert, Richard, Jenkins 

 

ABSENT:  Cottrell  

 
 

The Regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Gladden at 7:00 

p.m. on Monday, March 18, 2019 at Nickerson City Hall. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES, AGENDA, & PAYABLES  
 

Motion made and seconded by Council Member Berridge and Council Member 

Rohling to approve the February 18, 2019 Regular Council Meeting Minutes. 

Motion carried by the following vote: YES: Rohling, Gilbert, Richard, Jenkins, 

Berridge NO: None  

 

Motion made and seconded by Council Member Gilbert and Council Member 

Richard to approve the Agenda as written. Motion carried by the following vote: 

YES: Berridge, Jenkins, Richard, Gilbert, Rohling NO: None  

 

Motion was made and seconded by Council Member Jenkins and Council 

Member Gilbert to approve the March 18, 2019 Payables. Motion carried by the 

following vote:  YES: Richard, Gilbert, Rohling, Berridge, Jenkins, NO: None  

ABSTAIN:   

 

CITY ATTORNEY – Not present 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS – Dr. Dawn Johnson, USD 309 Superintendent, introduced 

Paul Allen as the new USD 309 campus police chief. Dr. Johnson said that Chief 

Allen is getting prepared for the new school year by researching and learning the 

processes and requirements of the position. Council Member Berridge 

commended Dr. Johnson for choosing Paul Allen for the position. Chief Allen 

stated that he came from South Hutch and already knows a lot of the students 

and is looking forward to working as campus chief. The entire Council welcomed 

him. Council Member Rohling asked if Chief Allen is commissioned through the 

school or the Sheriff’s Department. Dr. Johnson said he is commissioned through 

the Sheriff’s Department and will be keeping his commission, but they are 

planning on standing up their own police department. The Chief will have 

jurisdiction in Nickerson because it is part of the County but will only be enforcing 

school related issues.  

 

Peggy Ruebke reported for the Chamber of Commerce on the events for Easter. 

The egg hunt will be April 20th with a goal of 9000 eggs at the City park. The ball 

diamond closest to the park will be designated for the egg hunt area for special 

needs. The Chamber of Commerce open house is April 28th from 2 to 4 p.m. at 

the Community Center. The Chamber sponsored city-wide garage sale is May 4th. 

Klear Nearly is July 26th and 27th and the band will be Adam Capps.  

 

June Gladden reported that a grant was written in honor of Mark Richardson for 

Nickerson in the amount of $2500. It’s titled “Making our Mark” to honor Mark 

Richardson. The Recreation Commission will be in charge of it and there will be 6 

classes where individuals contribute to the community and have fun. There will 

also be 3 summer evenings on the 2nd Thursdays for community talent evenings 

at the Community Center. The program will be targeted for the junior high aged 

children this year.  

 
OLD BUSINESS  
 

Cemetery Sexton Proposal – Council discussed the proposal from Woolsey 

Monument company for cemetery sexton. The request for proposal was published 

and no other proposals were submitted. Woosley Monument company proposes 

to maintain the grounds using their equipment, place and remove flags and 

repair monuments for a fee of $1500 per month.  

Motion was made and seconded by Council Member Rohling and Council 

Member Gilbert to approve the cemetery sexton proposal from Woosley 

Monument Company. Motion carried by the following vote:  YES: Berridge, 

Rohling, Gilbert, Richard, NO: None  

ABSTAIN:  Jenkins, 
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Gateway Signage Discussion – Council reviewed proposals for entrance signs for 

the City from Luminous Neon and Woolsey Monument company. Clerk Schmitt 

reported that she is checking into grants for the commercial building repairs and 

for the signage. Council tabled the discussion until the grant information could be 

obtained.  

Motion was made and seconded by Council Member Berridge and Council 

Member Jenkins to table the signage discussion. Motion carried by the following 

vote:  YES: Rohling, Berridge, Jenkins, Richard, Gilbert, NO: None  

 

Employee Reviews and COLA – Council discussed the employee reviews and 

Council feels the employees are doing an excellent job.  

Motion was made and seconded by Council Member Jenkins and Council 

Member Berridge to give a 2.8% COLA raise to the employees. Motion carried by 

the following vote:  YES: Jenkins, Berridge, Rohling, Gilbert, Richard, NO: None  
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 

Tornado Siren Discussion:  Fire Chief, Bobby White, addressed Council and just 

wanted to start a conversation about the tornado siren and the issues we face 

with repairs and access. The repair company does not schedule times for repairs, 

they just call and say they will be through Nickerson at such and such time, so it is 

difficult to get someone over to unlock the building that holds the equipment. The 

issue with activating the siren needs to be address because it is currently set off 

manually, either physically pressing the button at the fire station or set off with the 

two handheld radios. The radios must be within just a few miles in order for the 

siren to activate and sometimes they are out of range. Chief White is doing some 

research on other more automated options, and the costs, for activating the 

sirens. There is no State requirement to have tornado sirens so there is no liability 

there; also, people need to be aware that the siren is for outdoor warning only 

and is not meant to be heard inside. Most people have cell phones and radios 

for indoor warnings. The issues seem to be just with the activation and not with the 

sirens themselves. One thought was to move the manual box to the City office so 

more people would have access to it for repairs and if needed, activation.  

 

Eagle Scout Project:  Peggy Ruebke spoke in place of Jordon Schmidt. Jordon 

decided to take a step back from his Eagle Scout project, so the scout unit 

decided to take on the project and tie in with the Recreation Commission to install 

a gaga ball pit at the City park, or to have another scout do it as an Eagle project. 

Peggy has spoken with Superintendent Hartman about placement at the park 

and the maintenance requirement. They will return to Council for approval when 

they have the plans prepared.  
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Ordinance 2019-01 – An Ordinance amending the City Code relating to the 

definition of Cereal Malt Beverage to mean any fermented but un-distilled liquor 

brewed or made from malt or from a mixture of malt or malt substitute but does 

not include any such liquor which is more than 6% (percent) alcohol by weight.  

Motion was made and seconded by Council Member Rohling and Council 

Member Richard to adopt Ordinance 2019-01. Motion carried by the following 

vote:  YES: Gilbert, Richard, Jenkins, Rohling, NO: None  

ABSTAIN:  Berridge, 

 
OFFICER REPORTS  
 

Rohling – thanked the Chamber, Janis and Peggy for everything they have done. 

Thanked Dr. Johnson for attending the Council meeting and providing 

information about the campus police chief and answering questions. 

Commended the crew on their work. Reported a complaint about the grading 

at the T on Nickerson Blvd. 

 

Jenkins – wanted to mirror what Council Member Rohling said. Thanked Peggy 

and the Chamber for keeping the Council updated.  

 

Richard – ditto to everything Council Member Jenkins said. 

 

Berridge – thanked Tim Woolsey for attending and congratulated him on the 

cemetery sexton proposal being accepted by Council. Thanked the Chamber 

for their work and reminded everyone that the Easter egg hunt is April 20th. 

Thanked the girls in the office and the crew for doing an exceptional job of 

removing the snow after the storm. Asked about the repairs on Peabody and 

confirmed that the alley concrete was still scheduled to begin. Thanked Dr. 

Johnson for her choice for campus police chief. 

 

Clerk Schmitt – reminded everyone that the Pet Clinic will be March 23rd at the 

maintenance shop.  

 

Mayor Gladden – reported a concern about Avenue H needing attention with 

the grader. Stated that he alerted Casey and Tyler about Gary Grabber’s 

concern about a dip in the alley where his neighbor’s sewer line was repaired. 

Thanked Karyl White for her brief summary of EMS ambulance runs. 

 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, motion made and seconded by Council 

Member Berridge and Council Member Rohling to adjourn at 7:44 p.m.  Motion 

carried by show of hands.  
 
Official  


